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PUBLIC AFFAIRS DIVISION

CONTACTS WITH THE MEDIA ON THURSDAY, 23 SEPTEMBER 1982

Media Representative ' Agency Contact " ’'Query and Comment

semacmansna———

Daniel Gilmore During testimony this morning at Joint Congressional Committee on Helsipky
UPI accords, Senator D'Amato asked writer Claire Sterling whether CIA had

contacted her to discuss evidence she had indicating Bulgarian/Soviet
involvement in Pope assault. When told no, D'Amato and Senator Leahy
expressed concern that such a contact had not been initiated. Why didn't
CIA contact Sterling? COMMENT: Willing to listen to anyone who wants

to provide information.

Does CIA wish to comment on HPSCI report criticizing intelligence reporting
on Central America? COMMENT: No.

Any comment on TASS allegation that CIA composed the NBC story charging
USSR was involved in the assassination attempt against the Pope?

COMMENT: The usual Soviet propaganda.

Would 1ike to do a special feature on unique travel cases that agents
carry; can CIA help? COMMENT: No.

Alfonso Chardy
MIAMI HERALD

.Anne Lerouz
EFC News Agency,
Spain

Roger Zimmer
LUGGAGE AND
TRAVELWARE
Magazine

Valter Friedenberg Requests information on Haddad's Christian Militia and the Phalange

in Lebanon -- troop strength, equipment, sources of military aid,

Scripps-Howard
Newspapers etc. COMMENT: Referred to Defense.

25X1

- Charles E. Wilson:

cc: DDCI EXDIR EXSEC DDO D/OEXA DDA D/0S OGC O0IG DDI OIS DDS&T

-

.
viodeatie Tataenal Tlan Oplye

ot 17
Approved For Releass 20070447 CIA-RDPS83MO0914R




Approved For Release 2007/04/17 . CIA-RDP83M00914ROO1806%10013-0
PUBLIC AFFAIRS DIVISION +

R Ll

CONTACTS WITH THE MEMIA QM FRIDAY, 17 SEPTEMBER 1982

“edia Representative ‘Agency Centact 'Quéry and Comment
Gregory Stec Reauests interview with DCI or DDCI. COMMENT: Unable to arrange; will og5xq
RKO Radio Network add name to list. :
/..———F_—“_'/
Larry Elkin fAny comment on charge by Senator 0'Amata that CIA ignored information he
Ap provided on KGB involvement in the attempt to assassinate the Pope?
~. COMMENT: No.
Kristy Hamilton Requests briefing on Yellow Rain from CIA analysy COMMENT5X1
Worid Press Institutq Unable to arrange; referred to State.
Chris Hanson Can CIA cite any examples of cases in which the USSR has employed
COLUMBIA JOURNALISM ‘homosexuality as a means of recruiting U.S. Government employees as spies?
REVIEW COMMENT: Referred to FBI.
Brad Schreiber : Does CIA maintain psychiatric safehouses for employees who have tried to
Writer defect? COMMENT: No. :
fedard Gabel Asks questions concerning CIA publications releasable to the public.
. ROGERS DAILY NEWS COMMENT: Answered. ‘
Michael Boettcher i Requests information on Soviet oil production. COMMENT: Provided.
Cable News Network ’ .
Roger Niles ; What is the U.S. dollar value of British weapons sold to Argentina?
PARADE Magazine COMMENT: Referred to DOD.
Warren Richey Where do arms flowing into North Yemen originate? COMMENT: Much info
CHRISTIAN SCIENCL on this subject already in public domain.
 MONITOR
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was on May 13,1681, that a2 hand rose
rom a sea of smiling f2ces in St. Peter’s
mate and fired several shots at Pope
hn Paul I After a quick uial by Itzlian
uihordites, Mehmet Alt Azca, 23, 2 seli-
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red behind bars to serve 2 life sen-
enc2, leaving 2 strzam ‘of questioas
trznsweared: Who was he? Why had he
dons it? Had he acted a2loge or oo’ some-
one= else’s ordars? In an hourlong special
report that will bz broadcast this week, 2n
NBC Nzws team headad by Correspondant
Marvia Kalb foilows the trail of suspicion
aé surmise all the way to (ke Kremlin,
Kaib s2ys ha has uncovered “a great deal
of 2videncs, some of it, to be sure, circum-
stantial. Lnking the attempted murder in
St. Pzter's Square to the political 2nd dip-
lomztic needs of Red Square.”
The report troces Agea'’s terrorist
roois back 10 his nadve Turkey, where he
28 rubbed shoulders with extremists of
both rizht znd left. In July 1979 Agea
lzadsd guilty to the murder of moderate
vriish Jourpalist Abdi Ipekei; he es-
o2 from prison five moaths Jater. In
uly 1380 Agca appeared iz Sofia, Bulgar-
i2. Accordinz to NBC, he spznt seven
w22%s in the best hotais there, received a
counterteit Turkish passport and minglsd

v
o
m

-

S )

.y

with mambers of the Turkish Mafia, -

which has long rea 2 thriving drugs-for-
gueos irade with the cooperaticn of Bul-
gariz’s hard-line Communist regime. It
was iz Bulzaria, Kalb speculates, that the
Sovizts may have indirsctly recruited the
youzg killer. Kalb reasons that Age
could not have operated frzely in Sofia
without the complicity of the Bulgeriaa
sectat service—and, by extension, the So-
vizt KG3, which conuols it
Had it stopped thers, Kalb's case
would not have addad much to what other
investizztors, notably Journalist Claire
terling, have alrcady revealed. Where

e —————
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scribed “international terrorist,” disep-.

NBC does break new ground is in attribut-

ing a precisz motive to Moscow. Citing
unnzmed Vatican sources, Kalb reporis
that the Pop= seat a sp=<izl envoy to the

Kremlin in August 1980, while Poland !

wesin the grip of a nationwide strike. The
envoy allegedly gave Soviet Leader Leo-

nid Brezhoav a handwritlen letter from -
the Pope, who threatened to “lay down |

the crown of St Peier” 2nd return home
1o join the resistance if the Soviets moved

e——im

against Poland. Afier 2 seriss of diplomat-

ic shuttles batween Moszow, Warsaw and

Roine, says NBC, the papal envoy per-
suaded the Soviets to acquiesce in the

Gdansk agresment that gave birth to Soli- -
darity. Exasperated by the Pope's inter-
vention and by his subsequent “plans to

send millions of doilars to- Solidarity,”
says Kalb, Brezhnav mey have decided to
getTid of “this meddlesome priest.”

Intriguing though it is, NBC’s SCENario :

falls far short of hard proof. A Vatcan

spokesman denied knowledge of any pa-
pal letter 10 Brezhnev or secret diplomat-
ic mission to Moscow. Although U.S. Sen-
ator Alfonsz D'Armatc lzst week accused
CIA oScials of dismissing information he

gave them in Octobar 198} that the

Kremlin was involved in the plot to kall

1ha Pop=. U.S. inteliz=nce offictais told

TIME thev had no evidence that the Pope
wzs involved in eithzr Solidarity's birth or
funding.

Many observers familiar with the Pol-
ish events of 1980 cdoubt that the Pope
would have engagad in shutile diplomacy

on Solidarity’s behali just when the head -

of the Podsh church, the latz Stefan Car-

dinal Wyszynski, was publicly calling on :

——

workers 10 sczle down their demands.’

And even if such iatercession did take
place in August 1980, why should the So-
vi=ts try to kill the Pope nine mooths lat-
er, when Solidarity was already well es-
tablished? Finally, if the Soviets were so

concerned about pzpal intervention, why'

didn't that prevant them from ordering a
Polish-executed crackdown last Decem-
bar? In atternpting 1o answer the big ques-
tion behind the attack on John Paul, NBC
has raised dozens more. "
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ore piot to kill P@g@@

“WASEINGTON TAP)-Sén Alfonse M. D Amato
[2., N.V.} said Thursdsy be was “co-mnc‘::!]that
the Soviet KGB had &l tnowledge of and at least + prove v.batbf'r and to what de what was dor
tzctically S,I_-,:,gr;q iz piot to kill the Pope.” 4 by'the Bulgarian secret se"wcftbas done with t.l'q:
Tt senator’s statament came at a hearing by ; knowledge and consent of the XG3,” she told tbe
“the US Commissicz oz Secusity and Cooperaliony corgressional panel.
in Duropa to review recent news reporis mw.‘- Sterling, author of a Readar’s ngest amde

- “Beyond that poizt, it’s up to 2l of vou on the
committze, to the public, to the authorities to

alleasa Soviet bloc links with the attempted 25535~
sization of Pope Joz

Earlier this weex zn NBC broadcast said tnn
Pop= had sent 2 secra! otz to Soviet President '
Leonid 1. Brezhnev, warnisg that he wm.ld abdi-

troops invadad the coumry to crush the Sohdan‘y
trade union mover=ant.

D AMATO TOLD tze bearing, *'I learned of t.he

- pote Curing a trip to visit Pope Jokn Paul last?

. commmupication with U S intelligznce officials
uoon my retern to the United Staies.”

*Thus, I believs it is guite apparent that the

- Soviess »odd bave k=4 1o rid the Vatican of the

Polish Pop2,” he szié, zdding that “‘many
: guestiors aboul t-u_ interz ..a,xo.._l terrorist mmork
" which sought to elimizate the Pope remain.’

The Soviet pews zzancy, Tass, on Wednesday
enied zny Sovist invelvemest In the zleged plot.
JOURNALIST CLATR= SLeru.ng testiGed that, .
b2sed on zn intensiva izvestization into the “nid-
Gen farces’ bahind Ma=met Al Agea, the Turkish -
gunman convicted of tha attack ont_,.Popa ‘it is
fzir to conclude that the Bulzarian secret se’vxce
was running this operation. .

D.

:__oealmg with the attzck on the Pope, said:

Paul Il 17 May, 1531, e

yeer, and Ciscussed the >‘:=-r'_‘.x'-anc~ of the secret;
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*I think that anybody who is expert on tm
“subject would agree that of all the Eastern Puro-
" pean states, tha Bulrarian comrmunist regime is
the most orthodox, pro-Moscow, tha most inflexi-

czte 2nd return to his native Poland if Soviet, -bly ioyal to Moscow. And the Bulzarian secret

-service is the roost tightly linked with and at. the
active service of Moscow.” -

REP. DON RITTER [R., Pa-] said tbere is sn].l
“great fear” a*xon, Vrestern Europzan govern- -
ments of opariy discussing tha isste of Soviet blpe
inveyvement with terrorist groups and the ellegad .
plot against the Pope.
> “We must ask the guestiba: Wpo might be tn>
..hext victim?’” Ritter said

.- J...'
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By NILES LATHEX, N.¥. Post Correspondent. - - .- -
‘] WASHINGTON — Sen. Alfonse’D’Amato accused the CIA of ig-.
"§ noring shocking information he gave them in October 1981 that.

the Soviet Union was involved in the plot to kill Pope John Paul 1.

D’Armata, in an interview with Th

s=nior Vatican offictals
and top Italian diplo
mats during a visit Jast
vear that there was evi-

dence that the XGB-

was behind the Turkish
terrorist -who ‘shot the

.1 Pop=. - .

Immegdiately vpon his
retorn to the U.S,
D’Amato said, he had

an urgent meeting with.

CIiA officals in which he

relaysed the informa--

tion. -
" The interview was
held on Oct: 19 in a top-
czcret conference room
in the Capitol. The
CiA’'s former legislative
itzison director,
Ptak, a2nd three uniden-
tified agents attended.
But Ptak discounted
the information and
binntly told D'Amato to
reep quist. i _
“The disturbing fac-
tor is that when I went
to the CIA they indi-

cated to me that my in- .

formation was not cor-
rect znd they exhibited

Alan

& Post last night, said that he was told by”

lice that the KGB was

‘behind the plot.

- "The Vatican told the

. senator that the Polish

Pope had threatened to
wage a major cam-
paign’ against . the
Soviet. crackdown - on
Poland's” Solidarity
union movement. .. _
It was believed that
the KGB acted quickly
to silence him, D’Amato

et said. :

POPE JOHN PAUL .
Torget of XGA. -

very little interest in
it hesaid. .

“Then they advised
me to be very, very Jow

key,” the New York Re-

publican said. .

Dale Peterson, a
spokesman for the CIA,
said last night he wowd
have no comment on

- D’Amato’s charge.

D'Amato said it was
the firm belisf of the
Vatican and Italian po-

*But what astonished

%a  everyone I talked to is

that the XGB. appar-
ently acted too quickly .
so that they left traces

behind .— something
they . don't normally
do,” he said. '

“There were just too
many coincidences,” he

" added.-

D’Amato identifed the
Vatican  official - he
spoke with only as a
“moansignor . and
friend,” and said that to
release his name could
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jeopardize his life. .
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SIASE GO
|
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Sen. Alfzpse D'Amzto, R-N.Y., teld a joint congressicnzl commitiee Thursday |
thaerz iz ''compslling evidesncz’' pointing tao Soviet ond Bulgarian complicity 1n
thz zitexsizad assassinaticn lzst year of Poge John Paul I1.
D'Azzt0 mzde the2 statzagnt during o hearing of thez Joint Commissicn on
Sscurity znc Cc:peration in Eurcpe.

Thz crmN_:s1cn, coaposed ©f six senators and six congressmen, met o hear
testimony fFron witnesses, including Claire Sterling, an Aaerican foreign
corresgencdent based in Rone for more than 30 years.

........
B e R e o Yo
Ixxr ittt traeirs

following 2 visit to Roze last year, reported to the CIA on his:

D'Axato,
rzturn that Ystican orficials sugpac;ed Sovisgi involvenent 1n the assassinatian
attexpt.

vy '

He said thz cosmission was meating ''to consider the compelling evidence
vhich points to complicity on the part of Bulgarizn and Soviet security and
intelligencz forcaes in the attempted assassination.?®’

Sen. Patrick Leahy, D-Vt., 2 member of the Senate Intelligence Commities=,
gxnresszd conczrn that M5. Sterling had not bheen gquesticned by the CIA znd
D'Amzts szig, '‘I'nm shaken that you have not been approachzd by the 1nt=ll gence
2gjencizs.’? ‘

A (IA spoizsnaEn
Hs. Sterling.

et .
S I
e et s ek S i nrk R
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By John McKeiwzay

WESHINGTON TIMES STas™

A Hill panel bzgan collecting tesu-

mony yesterday linking theSoviet Union.

to the 1931 atiex :.-d assassmanon of
Pope John Paul 1L
The Helsinki Cox_..u..ssmn, madeup of
12 members of Ceznzress and formed
«fter the Helsinki Accordsaf 1975, moni-
tors violations of the agzreament.
Author Claire Sterling, an expert in

terrorist actvities, continued to suggest:

that the Scviet Union, through the KGB
ond the secret serviceaof Bulgaria, were
the*hiddenforces” behind the gunman,
MNehmet All Agca.

Sierling recenily wrote
Digest article L*ac.:.g L’".e pa».'m of Agca
from hisbirthplaca inTurkey to St. Peter’s
Squzre in Roms.

“Inltaly,as pearlv everyw hereelsein
the Wast, governing izaderscould hardly
welcome hard evidence of Soviet Russia’s
complicityinaterrorist hit deliberately
desiznad tooutraze 2nd shock the world,
she told the commission. “The xmp
on international relarions might be

Yol 08

sf{ff? d

a Reader's-

,RED
Yoo

THE WASEINZTON
21, STPTEBIR 1982

probes

R

shattering. The temptation to look the
other way might proveirresistibleagain,
as it has so frequently before”
Sterling, under guestdoning by Sen.
Alfonse D’Amato, R-N.Y,, said she has
notbeen questioned by the Central Intel-
ligence Agency (CLA)despite monthsof

. gathering information on the gunman.

“I find it shocking that you have not
been approached by the intelligence
community,” D’Amato said.

D'Amato, meanwl'ule revealed thathe

may have been the sou.rce for an NBC -

report earlier this week that the pope
threatened toresign and returntoPoland
if Russia moved to crush the Sohdan’y
movement. The threat was contained in
a private letter the pop= sent to Soviet
President Leonid L Brezhnev an NBC
spokesman said. . _

D’Amato remarked during the hear—
ing that he knew the “monsignor” who
carried the message. Later, outside the
hearing room, he said hecould not name
the monsignor at this time.

The theory that Russia wanted to
remove-the pope becax.se of his close

TIES

allegations
et tie in pope %Eﬁ@@fmg

annoved officials in the Xremlin”

ties to Poland and the growmg st.rength
of Solidarity has been suggested by both
Sterling and NBC. The Vatican, mean-
while, remains silent on whether or not
the letter was sent by the pope. Polish
authorities eventually clamped down on
the Polish labor movement while the pope
slowly recovered from his wounds.

D’Amato t0ld the héaring, “I am con-
vinced that the Soviet: KGB had full
knowledge of, and, at least tacitly,
supported the plot to kill the pope” He
said the pope's actions toward human |
rights movements in Poland *clearly

- Inareport to members of the commis-
sion, the staff said new evidence sup-.

ports the claim that the assassin “did !
rot actalone? © - .-

" Jt said: “Heis not a Muslim fanatic,or’
religious at all; he isnot an active right-
ist or nationalist in Turkish terms; he is -
not stupid, igrniorant, mentally unbalanced
ora psychopath. Agcaisaninternational ;
terrorist, trained to kill, managed and:
fmanmally supported by some ‘organized’ ! i
element” '
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PASHINGTON
- 5 f:is§ DfAra?cz B-N.Y., szid Thursday that Vzticzn officizls :old hinm
thoy -Z¢ Soviet Unics complicity in the cttexphed sssaszinztien of Dop
JShn G I,
trlezts s = = nt RBez oo -3 o
. gﬁi?::,--n:f = r:csvt nfgdgrs Digzst article 2nd a NIC casun entary pointing !
L8 Sovizv involvemInt coincide very Closely with information given me by %
Vatican C©F7Ilciils curing my vicit to Rome in Ocighzr of 198%.°°
in z four-garearash stzte-ent PAmsho coid b ) ’
. § 2 B ;ffrf‘, si=-gzent, D'Amzto szid,. '*My owun conversaticas with high
~SVEZL VEIRILIn ofTicizls coxplatsly confirp these i
1zvel , plelzly cc B these charges of Soviet igivy i
Wiz =itemsizd zzsassinztion of the PCoe. FospLicity in
YT ks 2. 3 .
iv 15 Tise th2 wzsiern world wok i ' '
~u;45n:, :,f:L< -n Kz _’n‘._i_a WOXE up o the hard fact that a great dezsl aof
CYITSRCEZ polinus W0 The conclusicn thzt the Soviet Union was verv likely the
SiiIPC pIvIasr in onz of the most dzstardly acts of our tipe ".he s5zidg
_.nl—., -
YD | bafd - r~= 3 1 .
DoeRZL2 visited inz VYztican during his trip to Italy October 5-13, 1951
The VoS3 memn m~or; I = N} 4 e : - . .
:3; FECICEN IrTicizl who grovided the invormation, ‘sccording to D'Zmzio, was
InvolavE ’:,"' e ] i =T ot TRoo. > =3 !
invo }:S?-:_ﬁ:“::_B_Sichh_c betwzen the Vatican and the Kremlin gt the time
Fops ~Oan F2UL 1) sentc his nesszge to Leonid Brezhnev zhous Polznd
BAR ek ws =S =3 zyurs ins ~ 3 ‘ '
’ D'aEETS =210 he {-__y;d the inforczation to the Central Intelligence |
~DERCY  WOEQ Nz returnsd to ithe Ynitsd States. : )
\A‘ ’
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